
























































































































































and Lola Tenenbaum were the honorees and 
$180,000 in bonds was sold. 

Pictured are Richard Abrahamer, Al Bukiet, Lola and Henry 

Tenenbaum, David Forster and Victor Lewis 

With December around the corner, the 
Board of the Society decided to eliminate what 
had been the annual New Year's Eve Ball in 

favor of keeping the Hanukah Ball as an annual 
event. The decision came about due to the larger 
attendance at the latter. 

In 1983, in March, the exact day of the month, 
the 13'\ the Society gathered co commemorate 
the 40'h Anniversary of the Liquidation of 
the Cracow Ghetto. On that occasion, Helen 
Tilles contributed a rather lengthy article to 
the Newsletter detailing the different types of 
resistance that took place 40 years earlier. 

Do not withhold 
good from those 
who deserve it 

when you have the 
power to do it. 

Proverbs 3:27 

MARCH 13,1943 - MARCH 13,1983 
Helen Tilles 

40 years since the ghetto in cracow 
ceased to exist, 40 years since life as 
we knew it was no more. 40 years - a long 
time to remember an event so finely etch-
ed in our memory, memory that will stay 
with us for the rest of our lives, memory -
stuff of nightmares, unspeakable horrors, 
unshed tears, memory that never gets dim, 
memory that never lets us forget. 

It became popular within the last few 
years to either question the very facts of 
the Holocaust or to wonder, with a dash 
of contempt thrown in for good measure, why 
the Jews did not resist, or resisted so 
little. 

Painful as these statements are, they 
must be ansered, we know we did resist, 
we know the f�cte, but we �re ao �ow io�t 
and in another generation there will be 
nobody to set the record ,.-�raight • 

40 years - a long time, did we ree1st7 
Yes. 

The exact number of Jews who fought 
with partisans or underground units will 
probably never be determined, but we know 
that close to 20,000 served in partisan 
formations under Soviet command alone. 
Another 10,000 or so fought with the parti
sans in the Baltic states, Poland, Slovakia, 
and Yugoslavia. There were also Jewish 
partisans in Bulgaria, Greece, Italy and 
the Low Countries. In France, Jews were 
among the founders of the Resistance and 
in the early days accounted for between 
15¾ and 20¾ of its effective strength. 

In Poland, despite patriotic calls to 
rally against Nazism, anti-Semitism remain
ed alive and well and self proclaimed 
patriots would often betray Jewish resist
ance fighters to the Nazis. There were 
numerous cases of Jewish partisans being 
hunted down and murdered by Polish gueril
las, who afterwards looted their victims 
for weapons and possessions. Everybody 
knows the story of the heroic Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising. Very few know about 
resistance in our city, Cracow. 

Many of our young people were ardent 
Zionists, as was I, and we were part of a 
Zionist Youth Organization called Akiba, 
named after the sage of Mishna times, who 
combined piety with assertive nationalism. 
It was an active, vibrant organization with 
a goal of preparing its young members for 
a life in Palestine, for settling and work
ing the land and building a Jewish homeland 
in what was then a British mandate terri
tory in Palestine. 

Immediately after the German invasion 
of Poland a core group of Akiba members 
organized and vowed armed resistance in 
any form, shape and way possible. Contacts 
with Jewish resistance groups elsewhere 
were established, weapons were bought 
wherever available and from whomever was 
ready to sell. Akiba's first arsenal 
consisted of six pistols. Ten of Akiba's 
inner circle were chosen as the spearhead 
of more active resistance. Within �he 
ghetto they lived in an apartment which 
became the base for all underground activi
ties. 

In August 1942, Akiba took the war 
into the streets of Cracow. One German 

54 



corporal was killed, then an SS officer, 
tw_p gendarmes and a senior German official. 
There followed a aeries of sabotage opera
tions. The Germans were getting distinctly 
nervous. Cracow was the focus of German 
authority in conquered Poland and as the 
attacks continued the Germans stepped up 
their countermeasures. ill the time actiont 
in the ghetto continued. In one action, 
6,000 Jews were sent to the Be1zec exter
mination camp. 

Together with the active resistance 
of the Akiba group there was a different 
kind of resistance in the ghetto, no less 
important, no leas heroic, resistance we 
the survivors can and should be proud of. 
It expressed itself in continued efforts 
to educate the children, to take care of 
the orphans, the sick and the old, in 
providing soup kitchens for the ever in
oreae1ng nwnbers of the hungry, hospital 
for the ill and the old, burials for the 
dead. 

The Judenrat ruled the ghetto and 
provided many needed services, but it 
also had to carry out the Germans' edicts 
and this is again where resistance comes 
in, Some Judenrats cooperated with the 
Germans in hope of saving their own and 
the lives of their families. Some did not. 
Let us remember with pride the name of Dr. 
Rosenzweig, president of the Judenrat in 
1942, Dr. Rosenzweig, well 10lown attorney 
in Cracow before the war, a man of integritl 
and courage was given an order in the summe1 
of 1942 to provide the Crermans with a list 
of people for so-called "resettlement 
to the East." 

Dr. Rosenzweig refused and was told 
by the SS liason with the Jewish community 
that if he continued to refuse he would be 
the first one to lead the goup to the 
trains, together with his wife and children. 
And that is exactly what happened, There 
was no list provided and Dr, Rosenzweig 
marched in the first row of people going 
to Belzec. With him was his wife and two 
young children. A quiet hero, a short, 
slightly built man, but a giant in spirit, 
whose memory will live forever in the 
annals of resistance to the Germans during 
World War II. As we know, there were 
others, many others. Mothers, who went 
with their children when they knew that 
alone they could save their lives, daughterf 
and sons who would not leave their elderly 
parents, but would.go with them to dertain 
death, this was resistance in the fullest 
meaning of the word, Starving people 
sharing their last piece of bread with a 
friend, the people who baked matzot in 
the concentration camp because without a 
calendar they somehow seemed to know that 
Passover was coming and they risked their 
very lives in order to preserve a tradition, 
those who went to their deaths on the 
gallows spitting in the faces of the German 
guards, they were the resisters, the heroes, 
the martyrs of our people. 

Alciba resisted actively, fought with 
weapons, bombs, grenades, whatever was 
available, In one attack on the famous 
coffeehouse Cyganeria, popular with the 
Germana, 7 German officers were killed by 
� Akiba members dressed in a Germ.an 
officer's uniform,

f 
The reprisals were swift. Resistance 

i
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ghters were rounded up with the help 
0 informers and most of them were either 
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executed or died by their own hand. The 
leader of Akiba, Dolek Liebeskind was 
tracked down and cornered in a hideout 
outside the ghetto. With no way out he 
and a .friend tra_pped in the hideout 
committed suicide and thus ultimately 
escaped their German pursuers, 

With Dolek's death the Akiba group was 
to all purposes destroyed, m.any were cap
tured and executed, but individuals still 
resisted and some fought to the very end. 
Szymek Draenger and some other prisoners 
escaped from their guards while being 
transferred to the Plaszow concentration 
camp, His wife Gusta also escaped and, 
reunited, they still carried on the strug
gle the best way they oo.uld. They publish
ed a weekly paper, the l�ot porio�ic�l to 
be publiehed by the Jew1ch ree1etance 1n 
Poland, 

Early in November 1943 they were both 
captured and executed, A few of the Akiba 
groupd survived, among them Eva Liebeskind, 
Dolek'e wife and a £ow others, very rew 
indeed. Dolek's sister Minka also active 
in the resistance, was captured and killed 
in Radom. 

Tho Jewe did resist, the Jews did 
fight back, proportionately in greater 
numbers than the rest of the populace of 
conquered Europe. They resisted in spite 
of lack of arms, lack of military training 
and lack of a tradition of fighting as 
well as no help whatsoever from the sur
rounding population, 

The question of rebellions within 
the camps has come to public attention not 
long ago and while it is generally conceded 
that there were no rebellions in Nazi 
camps by other groups, three Jewish up
risings took place in Treblinka, Auschwitz 
and Sobibor in October 1943, The revolt 
in Auschwitz of the Sonderkommando, the 
men made responsible for the burning of 
the ·gassed victims was documented by the 
dramatic appearance of a lone survivor at 
the Auschwitz trial which took place in 
Franfurt. 

Active, but unarmed resistance, intend• 
ed to foil the Germans was considerable. 
It included rescue attempts, SJl!uggling 
Jews across borders, providing of false 
documents, finding hiding places outside 
the ghettos, espionage and sabotage activi
ties. 

Passive resistance was widespread too, 
Large numbers of Jews with no means of 
resisting went to their deaths with dignity, 
Among them were Orthodox Jews with prayers 
on their lips, fully conscious of their 
approaching deaths as acts of Kiddush Hashen 
of Jewish martyrdom, Jews in talits and 
tfillim went to their deaths cursing their 
murderers. It is incumbent upon us, the 
survivors, to dispel the IQYths that Jews 
did not resist, that Jews went to the gas 
chambers like lambs to the slaughter. It 
is incumbent upon us to keep the memory of 
our Kedoshim alive, to declare with pride 
that we did not sink to the level of the 
murderers of our people, that yes, we 
remained human in a sea of inhumanity. 
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